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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A monitoring system for use in a building, such as a 
hospital provides an audible and/ or visual alarm. The 
monitoring system includes a control unit, with a plurality of 
medical condition monitoring units, such as ventilators, 
connected thereto. A plurality of speakers and/ or light sources 
are connected to the control unit, and are located at various 
different spaced-apart areas within the building. An abnormal 
condition, sensed at one of the plurality of medical condition 
monitoring units, is reported to the control unit, which in turn 
causes the plurality of speakers and/ or light sources to issue an 
audible /visual alarm. An adaptor can connect a medical 
condition monitoring unit to the control unit. The adapter may 
include circuitry to render an alarm output of the medical 
condition monitoring unit compatible with the control unit, and 
to suppress an alarm output for a predetermined period of time. 
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